Differential clastogenic sensitivity of heterochromatin and euchromatin: evidence from an in vivo study made on a submammalian vertebrate.
One of the properties often attributed to heterochromatin is its susceptibility to induced aberrations and exchanges. However, earlier studies made mostly on different mammalian in vitro cell lines on the distribution of aberrations within euchromatin and heterochromatin at metaphase chromosome level have given contradictory results. In the present study, an attempt has been made to evaluate the clastogenic sensitivity of heterochromatin and euchromatin using somatic chromosome complements of a submammalian vertebrate as experimental model and considering both chromosome aberrations and SCEs as end points.